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Brown excited aboutBills rookie receivers
They’re so well versed in playbook they’re helping veterans, he says | PAGE B4

By Jerry Zremski
NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU

CHIEF

WASHINGTON – Presi-
dent Trump’s executive orders
aimed at stimulating the econ-
omy won’t bring unemployed
New Yorkers an extra $400 in
weekly benefits.

They won’t bail out the
cash-strapped New York State
government and local govern-
ments.

They won’t give everyone
a $1,200 stimulus check – but
they will give the employed a
temporary reprieve from pay-
ing the taxes that fund Social
Security.

Those are the key facts
Western New Yorkers will
face regarding the executive
actions Trump took over the
weekend after failing to come
to a deal with Congress on an-
other round of economic stim-
ulus amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The bottom line? Trump’s
actions won’t have nearly the
impact locally or nationally as
would what’s proved elusive in
Congress: a deal that directly
helps the unemployed and ev-
ery other American, as well as
their state and local govern-
ments.

“I was glad he took action
on it,” Rep. Tom Reed, a Corn-
ing Republican and Trump
supporter, said of the presi-
dent’s executive orders. “But
I’ll just tell you, Congress still
has to act. This is not going to
be the panacea for the crisis,
and I just hope that his exec-
utive order sets the stage for,
within the next two weeks,

Congress doing what it needs
to do – and that’s comeupwith
a deal that’s going to help out
on all the issues.”

Here’s a closer look, issue
by issue, at Trump’s executive
orders and what they will and
won’t do in New York State.

Unemployment
The people who lost their

jobs amid the pandemic had,
since March, received an extra
$600weekly in unemployment
benefits, courtesy of CARES
Act, the federal stimulus bill
Congress passed at the begin-
ning of the coronavirus crisis
in March. But those payments
expired at the end of July,
promptingTrump to introduce
a makeshift replacement.

Under Trump’s plan, the
unemployed would get an ex-
tra $400 a week – if the states
agree to kick in $100 of it.

In New York and likely else-
where, that’s a nonstarter.

New York needs $30 billion
in federal aid over two years
to patch the hole the pandem-
ic blew in the state’s finances
– and if the state were to pay
those extra unemployment
benefits as Trump suggests,
that hole will grow by another
$4.2 billion, Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo said Monday.

“That’s handing the drown-
ing man an anchor,” Cuomo,
the chairman of the National
Association of Governors, said.
“This only makes a bad situa-
tion worse.”

Cuomo isn’t the only gover-
nor casting doubt on the pres-
ident’s unemployment plan.

Trump’s orders
won’t offermuch
relief forWNY
Payroll taxdeferralwill helpworkers,
butmost agree Congress needs a deal

Tuesday, August 11, 2020

$2.00
To subscribe,
call (716) 842-1111

INDEX Business ...................... C4
City&Region ............. C1
Classified .................... B8
Comics ......................... C8

Crossword ........ B8, B10
DearAbby ................... C7
Horoscope .................. C9
Letters ........................ A11

Lotteries ..................... C2
MissManners ........... C7
Obituaries .................. C5
Opinion ..................... A10

PicturePage .............. C6
Scoreboard ................. B7
Sports ............................ B1
Television .................... C7

Heavy thunderstorms. High 85,
low 65. Details on Page C10

WEATHER

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News

No fans will be allowed to watch the Blue Jays’ home games at Sahlen Field. Instead, cutouts fill the stands behind home plate. The
Blue Jays will play 27 games in Buffalo this season, and today will play the first major league game in the city since 1915.

Blue Jays: Toronto officials discuss changes made at Sahlen Field in
preparation for today’sMajor League Baseball game againstMiami. | PAGE B3

BASEBALL ISBACK

Harrington column
“Buffalo’s baseball saints” no
longer are with us, but they
would be proud. Story on Page B1

Looking back at 1915
Read excerpts from the last major
league game to be played in
Buffalo. Story on Page B1

When are they here?
A quick glance at the remainder of
the Toronto Blue Jays’ schedule for
the 2020 season. Story on Page B1

ByBarbaraO’Brien
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Children make up 8% of
all of those who have test-
ed positive for Covid-19 in
Erie County, but school su-
perintendents learnedMon-
day that the schools are not
responsible for testing stu-
dents.

“Schools are not in charge of
testing,” Erie County Health Com-
missionerDr. GaleR. Burstein said.
“They are in charge of teaching.”

Children make up 20%
of the population in Erie
County.

Burstein said hundreds
of thousands of adults have
been tested – many with-
out symptoms – but few
children take the tests, and
most often children have
symptoms. Because the

number getting tested is so low, the
rate is not reflective of the popula-
tion, she said.

Health officials offer guidance
to schools on testing, reopening

By LouMichel
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Iris Purks slammed the Covid-19 re-
sponse at a Town of Tonawanda nursing
home she has worked at for 26 years Mon-
day as state lawmakers sought insights
into how the pandemic impacted long-
term care facilities.

“We lacked PPE and training on how
to use it,” said Purks, a certified nursing
assistant at Safire Rehabilitation of North-
towns.

One of her co-workers contracted the
novel coronavirus and brought it home to
her husband, Purks said.

“They both ended up in the hospital. He
died. She just returned to work sixmonths
later. She still carries the guilt,” said Purks,
a member of the 1199SEIU union.

She was one of more than 40 speakers
scheduled to testify Tuesday at a second
virtual hearing as state legislators inves-
tigate the response by Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo’s administration to the more than
6,400 Covid-19 deaths at nursing homes.

A representative of the owners of Safire
Rehabilitation of Northtowns previously
disputed the 1199SEIU’s contention that

Hearing takes
another look at
nursing homes
State legislators continue
to investigate Covid deaths

ByHaistenWillis, Chelsea Janes
andAriana EunjungCha

WASHINGTON POST

DALLAS, Ga. – The photos showed up
on social media just hours into the first
day of school: 80 beaming teens in front
of Etowah High School near Atlanta, with
not a mask on a single face and hardly
six inches of distance between them – let
alone the recommended 6 feet.

Amanda Seghetti, a mom in the area,
said her parent Facebook group lit up
when the pictures of the seniors were post-
ed. Some people thought the images were
cute. Others freaked out. Seghetti was in
the latter constituency.

“It’s like they think they are immune
and are in denial about everything,”
Seghetti said.

Pictures of packed school hallways in
Georgia and news of positive tests on the
first day of classes in Indiana and Missis-
sippi sparked the latest fraught discussions
over the risk the coronavirus presents to
children – and what’s lost by keeping
them home from school. Friday brought
reports of more infections among Georgia
students, with dozens forced into quaran-

Children’s risk
from virus is
a big unknown
Questions remain about
perils, likelihood of spread

S CHOOL S R EOPEN I NG

James P. McCoy/Buffalo News

Superintendents learnedMonday that schools are not responsible for testing students.

Dr.Gale
Burstein
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City teachers
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plans.
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State says
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In Erie County, 710 people
who are 19 or younger have
tested positive, according
to the Health Department,
making up 8.1% of all positive
tests.

Across New York State, 11
people 19 or younger have died
due to the virus.

School superintendents are
making final plans to start
classes this fall, withmany se-
lecting a hybrid model where
students would spend two
or three days in school each
week.

Superintendents in Erie and
Niagara counties got some an-
swers from their top health
officials Monday on what re-
sponsibility they have in test-
ing children when they return
to school.

Gov. AndrewM. Cuomo told
school districts last week that
they had to post their plans
for testing and contact tracing
for the school year clearly on
their websites as a condition
to reopen schools shuttered
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Some superintendents
wondered if they would have
to identify who needs to be
tested and figure out how to
do that.

Burstein and Niagara
County Public Health Direc-
tor Daniel J. Stapleton met
in separate meetings with su-
perintendents in their coun-
ties Monday and told them
health officials will conduct
contact tracing and notify
students and staff who need
to be tested for the virus.

Stapleton said superinten-
dents need to have a plan for
what they will do when a stu-

dent comes down with symp-
toms in school.

“Because you will get them.
I think that is not debatable,”
he said. “The key is consisten-
cy across the county in all the
school districts.”

Stapleton said the feder-
al Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention does not
recommend mass testing of
students and staff to start up
school.

But schools will have an im-
portant responsibility once a
positive case is identified and
the county starts to trace the
person’s contacts.

Burstein said the Erie Coun-
ty Health Department will
work with one person in each
school and give them the name
of the person who tested posi-
tive.

That confidential informa-
tion cannot be shared, but it
can be used to help identify
people who came within 6 feet
of the person for more than 10
minutes when they were infec-
tious, she said.

That would mean keeping
track of who was in the class-
room throughout the day, in-
cluding students and teachers;
if theyworemasks; and if hand
sanitizer was available, Staple-
ton said.

“We determine who might
have been in close contact
and who we recommend test-
ing for, and who we would
not recommend testing for,”
he said.

Those children or staff who
were in close contact with an
infected personwill be advised
they have been exposed, told
they are under quarantine and
where they can obtain a diag-
nostic test.

Some clinics offer free tests;

others take health insurance to
cover the cost.

“The Health Department is
in the business to contact trace.
That’s a bread-and-butter func-
tion we have done before Cov-
id-19,” Burstein said.

“If you’re not notified by the
Health Department, you’re not
at risk.”

The school could inform
parents there has been a pos-
itive case without providing
specific information about the
person, she said.

Burstein and Stapleton said
it will primarily be up to super-
intendents to decide if a school
should be closed after someone
tests positive.

“It’s a superintendent’s de-
cision to close schools. I can’t
close schools unless there’s
an imminent public health
threat,” Stapleton said.

But he said the Health De-
partment can talk with school
districts about “numbers that
work for them,” that include
absentee rates for students and
faculty, and infection rates in
the school and region.

“When you get to a certain
number, you look at if you’re
being effective in your role as
an educator,” he said.

Lewiston-Porter Superin-
tendent Paul Casseri said sev-
eral Niagara County superin-
tendents will work with the
Health Department on a flow
chart for what happens in the
event of a positive case that
districts could add to their re-
opening plans.

“The frustrating piece is in
the original guidance docu-
ment that wasn’t our responsi-
bility,” he said.

News Staff Reporter Jay Rey
contributed to this story.

CDC doesn’t recommendmass testing for schools to reopen
SCHOOLS • fromA1

ByHaroldMcNeil
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Hundreds of Buffalo Public School
district parents participated in a re-
mote School Board meeting Monday
in an effort to learn how the district
will proceed for the 2020-2021 school
year, and whether or not school of-
ficials have a plan for reopening
schools.

Buffalo Public Schools Superinten-
dentKriner Cash says plans are still in
process, and that input from parents,
which is vital, is still being solicited.

Cash said that he seeks to give par-
ents a choice of selecting in-person
learning at a school building, remote
learning via computer at home or a
hybrid of the two.

Cash said the district is currently
surveying parents on their preferenc-
es and concerns so that protocols can
be finalized by Aug. 21.

He said principals have begun
looking at their buildings to deter-
mine what needs to be done to safely
reopen them.

“It is priority No. 1, and we’re as-

sured that these buildings will be
cleaned daily and that areas that have
frequent touch will be cleaned multi-
ple times during the day,” Cash said.

The superintendent said he has
been engaged with his team in work-
ing out specific protocols to ensure
safety and efficiency when it comes
to reopening school buildings as his
been done already at City Hall, where
the Board of Education facilities are
located, and at other non-academic
facilities.

He said social distancing is rigor-
ously practiced and wearing masks is
a requirement.

“I’m very pleased with how we
did this at City Hall and other sites.
We can use that as a model for our
schools, and continue to improve it
even further, because that’s where
children and staff will be,” Cash said,
referring to the district’s school build-
ings.

Cash noted that he has been in
contact with the Niagara Frontier
Transportation Authority and First
Student school bus company, both of
which have assured him that their

buses have been retrofitted to handle
the Covid-19 pandemic, and that their
drivers have been trained to socially
distance children riding the buses.

“The children will be required to
havemasks on all the time on the bus-
es,” Cash said.

He said some school bus routes
will need to be re-routed to make op-
erations more efficient, such as tak-
ing into account the needs of different
ZIP codes based on common concerns
and issues.

“These are ideas that came from
principals, staff...” and the bus team
at the district’s transportation center,
Cash said.

Students are being engaged to pro-
vide feedback on a proposed reopen-
ing, as well, he added.

A Buffalo Teachers Federation
survey of teachers found they over-
whelmingly opposed the district’s re-
opening plan. According to the union,
85.5% of the 3,155 teachers surveyed
do not think the plan provides for a
safe reopening for students, parents
or school district staff.

Only 13.65% surveyed think it is a

good start at developing a reopening
plan, according to the teachers union.

Associate Superintendent of School
Leadership Dr. Casandra Wright said
school officials have been meeting
with select students from 30 different
high schools. “The questions and the
comments that the young people had
were sophisticated,” Wright said.

She said students expressed con-
cerns about what their educational
life will look like as they head back
to school, what their online education
will be and who is going to be held
accountable providing the best edu-
cation possible, regardless of the cir-
cumstances.

It will be the teachers’ responsibil-
ity, Cash replied.

Chief of Staff Darren Brown-Hall
directed parents with questions or
advice to offer on reopening schools
in the district to www.buffaloschools.
org, and to click on a link under “im-
portantmessage” that reads “Reopen-
ing, guidance for the 2020-2021 school
year.”

“If you click on that, you find a
reopening plan. If you scroll down a

little bit, there’s a survey. We are ask-
ing parents for information on what
parents would choose in order to send
their kids back to school: the hybrid
model; the fully remote model; or
the fully in-person model” at school,
Brown-Hall said.

The hybrid model is an option to
have children taught remotely from
home sometimes and in-person at
school other times. The teachers
union in its survey referred to it as
a two-day/three-day hybrid rotation
plan. According to the union, 71% of
itsmembers surveyed did not support
the plan.

Brown-Hall said the districtwill be
requiring parents to commit to only
one model for the semester.

Cash said that students’ tempera-
turesmust be taken before they board
school buses and enter school. “One of
the things I want parents to help us
with is, what would you need to take
the temperature of your child once
you leave home?” said Cash. “I just
don’t want to take two or three hours
at the start of each day to take tem-
peratures,” he said.

Buffalo schools hold remotemeeting to unveil reopening plan
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Cases by county
• Erie County 8,767

• Niagara 1,497

• Orleans 282

• Genesee 266

• Chautauqua 261

• Cattaraugus 135

• Wyoming 114

• Allegany 84

* Updated onMonday
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Tracking Covid-19 hospitalization rates
As schools prepare to reopen, superintendents learnedMonday that 710 people 19 or
younger have tested positive for Covid-19 in Erie County, 8.1% of all positive tests.
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Superintendents aremaking final plans to start classes this fall, withmany selecting a hybridmodel where students would spend two or three days in school eachweek.


